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THE THEORY " that ‘the. Billy. Carter
affaxr while embarrassing .for “the ad-
mlmbtranon had . already done its major
pohtrcal "damage is bound to be revised
by thew latest: admxssxom of Attornev
‘General Civiletti.i» &= .« =
~ Earlier, when Mr Clvxlettx ‘had: to re-
v15e his:denial that he and the President
had discussed the "advisability of Billy
Tegistering as a foreign, agent; the attor-
ney general’s associates;, werei compelled
1o open an investigation. Now it seems
he kept to himself - for: six -weeks the
news (presumably of,GI—A-orlgm) .of ma-

100 Carter administration officials — in-

jor Libyan pavments ‘to the.] ePreSLdents

brother: So'that in-house probe has been
enormously broadened. ‘. :

‘In an unfortunate lapse “from Judl—
-ciousness, Senator Bayh, who heads the
Senate inquiry, has exonerated Mr. Civi-

letti on the latest revelation.” The sena-’
tor, too,; is in' a curious position, since he’

‘had seen the same report. furnished the
attorney. general Though -both™"are con-
‘strained by rules designed to- protect the’
{sources of intelligence data someone will:
have to ask who decided, and why, that
-the President_couldn’t be told_such po-
tentially. damagmg news. The, who pre-j

.sumably was CIA dxrector Stansfxel

primary season,. ~when the struggle - for

“Turner. The why is anybody’s guess.

So the new developments raise the le-
‘gal and political stakes.; It’s going to be-
important to know ‘the’ ‘real reason Mr.

_Civiletti kept his associates in the dark!
“for six weeks on-a matter so potentially’
-embarrassing ' to- the administration = if

someone later were to learn the news
and cry; “Cover-up!”. K
The: Washington=Star says more than

cluding senior - people in the White
House and- Justice Department,. plus.the
heads of the CIA and FBI — are bound
to-be questioned by the Justice  Depart-
ment’s Oifice ‘of Professional Re:.oon51-
bility. That office has been recomtltuted‘
as the nearest thing to a special prosecu-|
tor. But the mquxry is- still under the;
management ofz an "official who,’ .techni~
cally speaking.. works for Mr. Civiletti. ~

. Aren’t any of President Carter’s adsoci-i
ates worried that the six-week. conceal-
ment. of 1mportant knowledge about’ his
brother was smack:in the- middle ‘of the

delegates was ‘so heated? Or are they
hoping the Republicans will behave like
gentlemen this, fall and: fail to brmg up
the polmcal lmphcanons" - ;




